The City
force that can be used for solving it? How can the
community be made to throw off its present evils?
Advocates of dictatorship say that it cannot be done
if every one is expected to have an influence upon
public policy. They say that the majority are incom-
petent to decide what is for their own benefit; and
that therefore the few, who alone have a sense of the
whole community, should control policy. Secondly,
in order that this control should not be hampered,
they say that no criticism of the rulers should be
allowed. Thus in Glasgow, if dictatorship of the
Right or of the Left were adopted, a select few would
decide what houses ought to be built and for whom;
and these few would be secured against all criticism
coming from outside the circle of their professed
supporters. So, it is said, the whole city would be
improved. The difficulties of the plan are obvious.
The first difficulty is the selection of the few who
have, in fact, the sense of the common good. There
is no proof that the particular few who happen to
be able to seize power are the only few who have
a genuine sense of common good; and the ability
to seize power is no proof of the desire for a
common good instead of a private advantage. The
second difficulty is that, even if any particular few
is genuinely filled with a sense of the common
good, if they are not to hear other opinions, they
are not likely to know enough to judge fairly of
the common good of those who are not of their
number. Criticism of those in authority should add
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